4.   CHRIST AND FREEDOM

The ideal of freedom appeals greatly to youth. In
India today the call of freedom has laid its spell with
special potency on all thoughtful and idealistic youth.
The struggle for freedom in the country evokes a noble
response from all those who have any spark of longing
for higher and deeper things. The talk of freedom
kindles thought and activity as nothing else does. For
the sake of attaining freedom thousands of young men
and women are ready to go to prison, yea, to sacrifice
their very lives.

Freedom generally means political freedom. Christ
was aware of the need for political freedom. His own
nation was a subject nation. The Jews were oppressed
and exploited by the Romans. There was in Christ's
time a strong party (the Zealots) working for political
freedom. A member of this party was one of Christ's
disciples. It is quite likely that Jesus knew all the
implications of the struggle for political freedom. Many
of his enthusiastic countrymen fondly hoped that He
would lead the struggle. When, however, the question
was raised as to whether taxes should be paid to the
hated foreign Roman government, he simply said,
'Render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's and
unto God the things which are God's' (Matt. 22: 15-22).
Though an isolated verse, this indicates clearly that
Jesus did not identify Himself with the struggle for